NATAL ALIENATION, LEGAL ILLEGIBILITY, AND NECROPOLITICS

1. Orlando Patterson: Natal Alienation
Historical sociologist Orlando Patterson (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. invented the term and developed the idea in his 1982 book Slavery and Social Death: A Comparative Study. Patterson defines a socially dead person as a person who experiences "natal alienation.” Natal alienation is “the loss of ties of birth in both ascending and descending generations” (7). Patterson's model of the socially dead person is the U.S. slave when slavery was legal in the United States before 1865. About that person, Patterson writes: "Alienated from all 'rights' or claims of birth, he ceased to belong in his own right to any legitimate social order. All slaves experienced, at the very least, a secular excommunication” (5).
          2. Lisa Marie Cacho: Legal Illegibility
What's new about Lisa Marie Cacho (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.’s recent book Social Death: Racialized Rightlessness and the Criminalization of the Unprotected (2012) is that she places social death in the context of the United States of the present day (up to 2012 when the book was published). In particular, Cacho sees new kinds of people occupying the space of social death in the present day:
The bodies and localities of poor, criminalized people of color are signifiers for those who are ineligible for personhood, for those contemporary (il)legal statuses within U.S. law that are legally illegible. These statuses are legally illegible because they engender populations not just racialized but rightless, living nonbeings, or, in Judith Butler’s words, as “something living that is other than life." To be ineligible for personhood is a form of social death; it not only defines who does not matter, it also makes mattering meaningful. For different reasons, undocumented immigrants, the racialized poor of the global South, and criminalized U.S. residents of color in both inner cities and rural areas are populations who “never achieve, in the eyes of others, the status of ‘living.’” (6-7)
For Cacho, the socially dead are "rightless, living nonbeings" whom society considers "ineligible for personhood." The socially dead of the 21st century for Cacho are "poor, criminalized people of color," and more specifically "undocumented immigrants, the racialized poor of the global South, and criminalized U.S. residents of color in both inner cities and rural areas" (6-7).
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Necropolitics
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is necropolitics?
"Necro" means "relating to a corpse or death" and is based on the Greek word "nekros" which means "corpse."
Politics are the activities associated with governing a country or other area.
Necropolitics, therefore, can be described as "the politics of death."
Our goal over the span of this course is to understand necropolitics in great detail with the help of political philosopher Achille Mbembe who originally coined the term in his 2003 essay "Necropolitics." 
Outline of Essay Concepts
Navigating "Necropolitics" (2003).
Nazi concentration camps (12, 17-18).
Necropolitics is "the generalized instrumentalization of human existence and the material destruction of human bodies and populations" (14). This is the clearest definition of necropolitics. 
Politics as "the work of death" (16-17).
Biopower is the politics of determining who must live and who must die (17).
Racism (17).
Ancien Regime and French Revolution (18-19).
Slavery (21-22).
Apartheid (South Africa) (22-23, 25).
Colonies (Colonialism) (23-25).
Palestine (Gaza and West Bank) (27-30, 35-).
Kosovo War (Yugoslav Wars) (30-31).
African states (32-33).
Rwandan Genocide (35).
Martyrdom and the Suicide Bomber (36-38).
"a permanent condition of 'being in pain'" (38).
Death worlds and the living dead (40).

